LE:NOTRE Thematic Network Project

Thematic Networks are now considered by the European Unionis
Directorate General for Education and Culture to be one of the
most important activities of the ERASMUS Programme. They were
originally established to further cooperation between European
universities for the purpose of developing a European dimension
within a subject area and comparing approaches to the discipline in
different countries.

The LE:NOTRE Thematic Network in Landscape Architecture, which
is coordinated on behalf of the European Council of Landscape
Architecture Schools (ECLAS) by Vienna University of Technology,
began formally on 1st October 2002 and is now in its second year,
following approval of the second bid in July 2003. The project aims
to improve the quality and effectiveness of landscape architecture
education in Europe by identifying, analysing and building on
current best practice to deyne new standards and identify future
needs for professional education at undergraduate, postgraduate
and continuing education levels, as well as for research methods
teaching.

While aiming towards greater harmonisation of course structure and
content in order to facilitate student, teacher and researcher mobility,
and to respond to the goals of the EUis so-called iTuning Projecti,
the project will respect and exploit the existing diversity of Europels
landscape schools, recognising the beneyts of cooperation within
both arts- and science-based approaches. Following the survey of
degree programmes, the second year will focus on the analysis of
teaching and on the role of European issues.

The overall philosophy of the Network is to encourage cooperation
by establishing a long term framework for the intensive exchange
of information and experience both at a personal level and using
the internet. Both common and distinctive approaches to landscape
architecture education and scholarship will be identiyed, and the
potential to develop shared and complementary concepts, methods
and teaching materials which address future professional, industrial
and social needs will be investigated.

Beneyciaries of the project include university teachers and
researchers in landscape architecture, their students at graduate and
postgraduate level, professional ofyces and public bodies working
in the yeld, and all those involved in conserving and enhancing the
landscape of Europe, the central importance of which has recently
been recognised in the European Landscape Convention. The
Landscape Convention explicitly calls for the education of landscape
specialists by signatory states. EuropeEs universities have been
educating landscape architecture professionals since 1919.
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LE:NOTRE Steering Committee

Richard Stiles, Technische Universit2t Wien - AT
Catharine Ward Thompson, Edinburgh College of Art/Heriot-Watt University - UK
Jeroen de Vries, Larenstein University of Professional Education - NL
Karsten J°rgensen, Agricultural University of Norway - NO
Luis Ribeiro, Technical University of Lisbon - PT
Ingrid Sarl®v-Herlin, Swedish Agricultural University, Alnarp - SE
Ivan Marusic, University of Ljubljana - SI
lan J°rgensen, Agricultural University, Copenhagen - DK
Cornelius Scherzer, HTW Dresden - DE
Diedrich Bruns, Universit?t Kassel - DE
Aleksander B®hm, Cracow University of Technology - PL
Kristine Vugule , Latvia University of Agriculture - LT
Kinga Szilagi, Szent Istvan University, Budapest - HU
Maria Goula, ETSAB, Barcelona - ES

The Le:Notre Project has been devised under the auspices of ECLAS, the
European Council of Landscape Architecture Schools. The European Council
of Landscape Architecture Schools exists to foster and develop scholarship
in landscape architecture throughout Europe by strengthening contacts and
enriching the dialogue between members of Europeis landscape academic
community, by representing the interests of this community within the
wider European social and institutional context and by making the collective
expertise of ECLAS available, where appropriate, in furthering the discussion
of landscape architectural issues at the European level.

For more information about joining ECLAS contact the ECLAS President:
Professor Richard Stiles of Vienna University of Technology at:
richard.stiles@tuwien.ac.at or visit www.eclas.org
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This Project is being carried out with the support of the European Community in the
framework of the Socrates programme.
The content of this project does not necessarily repect the position of the European
Community, nor does it involve any responsibility on the part of the European Community.
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